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Name of the program : Maharashteachi Lokdhara
(Maharashira's Folk Art: Wahigayan, Powada, Bharud, Gondhal, Lavan Performances)
Date of the Program : 27 Feb. 2024, Venue of the Program - Dhande Hall
Number of Beneficiaries : 150

On the occasion of Marathi Language Pride Day. a program titled "Maharashtra’s
Folk Art" was organized by the joint collaboration of the Department of Marathi, Dr
Annasaheb G.D. Bendaale Women's College, and the Department of Lifelong Learning
and Extension of Kavayitri Bahinabai Chaudhari North Maharashtra University.
Through this event, authentic folk art forms of Maharashtra were presented to mstill a
linguistic renewal among students. The program showcased vibrant performances of
folk art forms like Wahigayan, Powada, Bharud, Gondhal, and Lavani.

At the beginning of the event, the portraits of poctess Bahinabai Chaudhari and
Kusumagraj were worshipped and garlanded by Vinod Dhage and Prof. Dr. V.J. Patl.
The event was inaugurated with a lamp-lighting ceremony by Prof. Dr. Ashutosh Patil.

The music department’s students, led by Nikita Kharche and her group, infused encrgy
into the audience by performing the state anthem of Maharashtra. Following this, the
traditional folk art of Wahigayan, which holds a distinct identity in Khandesh, was
presented. Jalgaon's Valmik Wahi Mandal performed Kanbai's Wahigayan,
mesmerizing the students and introducing them to this folk art form. The Wahi Mandal
expressed their excitement, noting that this was the first time they were performing
Waihgaan in front of college students. Before the performance, student Gayatri Ban
gave an introduction to the art form.

After Wahigayan, powerful renditions of the heroic Powada and Bharud were
performed by Shahirs Vinod Dhage and his colleagues. Dhage's thunderous voice
brought the bravery of Chhatrapati Shivaji Mahara to life through a Powada
performance, filling the hall with chants of "Jai Bhavani, Jai Shivaji." After the Powada,
Vinod Dhage presented a humorous yet thought-provoking Bharud, highlighting the
destructive effects of alcohol on families. This performance left the audience
introspective. The introduction of Powada was given by student Khushi Lahane.

Eknath Sonawane from Jalgaon and his colleagues performed Gondhal, explaining the
tradition and significance of this ant form, and presented a devotional chant w Lord
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Ganesha. The hall echoed with the chant “Yelkot Yelkot Jai Malhar.” Student Neha
Sisode introduced this art form to the audience.

Next, student Megha Bari introduced Lavani, another prominent folk art form of
Maharashtra. Former student Komal Sonawane and her group delivered an energetic
Lavani performance, which captivated the audience, who responded with whistles and
applause. The students enthusiastically embraced the Lavani performance.

During the program, Shahir Vinod Dhage also provided insights into the efforts made to
gain royal recognition for Khandesh’s folk art, Wahigayan. Director of the Lifelong
Learning and Extension Department, Prof. Dr. Ashutosh Patil, emphasized the
inseparable bond between the Marathi language and folk arts.

The event was presided over by Vice-Principal Dr. V.J. Patil. The program was hosted
by Prof. Deepak Pawar, with a vote of thanks given by Deeplaxmi Patil. Prof. Dr.
Satyajit Salve, Prof. Deepak Pawar, Prof. Reena Pawar, Prof. Varsha Kale, and Prof.
Aishwarya Pardeshi worked diligently on the program's planning.

Prof. Dr. Sanjay Rankhambe, Prof. Dr. Ashok Patil, Prof. Sunil Ahire, Nilu Borole,
Rahul Zhambre, Bhavesh Tayde, and a large number of students were present at the
event. A special highlight was the participation of 150 students who, dressed in
traditional Marathi attire and donning saffron turbans, actively celebrated Marathi
Language Pride Day with great enthusiasm.
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